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CONGESTION-BUSTING SCHEME EXTENDED TO KEEP
TRAFFIC MOVING ON ENGLAND’S MOTORWAYS

A scheme to reduce congestion and improve traffic flows at some of the
busiest junctions on the motorway network is being extended across England.

Work to install traffic signals on motorway slip roads, known as ramp
metering, will take place at up to 70 sites between 2007-2009. It's part of an
£18-million Highways Agency project to reduce congestion on motorways.

Congestion often occurs near junctions where vehicles attempt to join from
the slip road when there is already heavy traffic on the motorway. By releasing
just a few vehicles at a time, the lights prevent the merging and motorway

traffic from bunching together and forming a bottleneck that delays everyone.

Sensors in the road monitor the congestion and adjust the timing of the lights.
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forming on the local road network.

The system has been successfully used on motorways in parts of the
Midlands and the North where it has been shown to reduce congestion and
improve journey times on the motorway by up to nine per cent. It is also widely
used in the United States, France, Belgium and the Netherlands.

Ramp metering will be introduced at the following junctions by 31 March 2008.

M4 J7 eastbound
M4 J8/9 eastbound

M4 J5 westbound
M4 J6 westbound
M4 J6 eastbound

A1M J3 northbound
A1M J4 southbound

M25 J5m2 clockwise
M25 J6 anticlockwise
M25 J8 anticlockwise
M25 J25 clockwise

M1 J24 northbound

M1 J29 northbound

M1 J25 southbound M1 J29 southbound
M1 J28 northbound

M42 J2 northbound M5 J3 southbound
M6 J16 northbound M62 J19 eastbound
M6 J17 northbound M56 J4 eastbound
M6 J17 southbound

M6 J18 southbound

M6 J19 northbound

M6 J19 southbound

M6 J20 northbound

M1 J30 northbound M1 J34 southbound

For more information about Ramp Metering, please contact John Walford in
the Highways Agency’s Stakeholder Engagement Team on 07710 958437.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

1. The Highways Agency is an executive agency of the Department for
Transport. We manage, maintain and improve England’s motorways
and major A roads on behalf of the Secretary of State.

2. Real -time traffic information for England’s motorways and major A
roads is now available:

From our new Traffic Radio service, available on DAB digital
radio and the internet at www.trafficradio.org.uk/ . To tune into
the DAB service, simply press the "scan" button on your radio.
The radio will tune into all available channels and you can select
the new service by scrolling through the channels until you reach
"Traffic Radio".

On the internet at www.highways.gov.uk/trafficinfo

By phone from the Highways Agency 24-hour voice activated
phone service on 08700 660 115. (Calls from BT landlines to
0870 numbers will cost no more than 8p per minute; mobile calls
usually cost more).

3. Before using a mobile , find a safe place to park. Never stop on the
hard shoulder of a motorway except in an emergency. Make sure it's
safe and legal before you call.

4. For more general information about the Highways Agency and its work,
visit the Highways Agency website www.highways.gov.uk/__, or
telephone the Highways Agency Information Line on 08457 50 40 30 at
any time. (Calls to 0845 numbers cost no more than 3p/min from BT
residential landlines. Call charges from other landlines and mobile
networks may vary)

For enquiries from the media, journalists and researchers only, contact the
Highways Agency press officer Clair Thomas on 07769 882101 or at
clair.thomas@highways.gsi.gov.uk

Media enquiries out of hours should be made to the Highways Agency
National Press Office on 0207 081 7443.
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